294                                     APPENDIX.

should tell the whole truth, and take notice of a few of the most
striking points in the Kaja's letter, to show that I felt much
more concern than he did, for securing supplies of provisions for
his Highness's troops.    I pressed him in the most earnest man-
ner (when we were encamped at Vencatagherry, twenty-four
miles from Amboor) to send all his Brinjarries to that fortress,
where I assured him they would be supplied with as much rice
from our magazine as they could carry away, on the most rea-
sonable terms, and that the payment of it should not be
required until it suited the Raja's convenience.   I likewise
explained to him that if he missed that opportunity it would
be impossible for me afterwards to afford him any assistance.
When the army halted in my camp, I recommended, what is I
believe practised by all cavalry, that the Eaja would send de-
tachments of his troops to cover his foragers in procuring
forage and grain from the villages in the rear of our position,
where no force of the enemy could be apprehended except some
parties of his looty horse; and in marching days, instead of re-
quiring him to send his cavalry four or five coss for forage after
they came to their ground, I requested of Mm, but in vain^ that
he would order his numerous foragers to forage in the villages
on his flank during the march, where they would be protected
by our line which always moved between them and the enemy,
and where they would find ixuxcb, more forage and grain than in
the villages adjoining to the road, instead of ptosuing their
constant practice of pressing forward between the head of our
column and our advanced guard, and before our line arrived in
camp, stripping the villages that were within its limits of the
only forage that it was possible for us to procure for the support
of our numerous cattle, and specially of the bullocks that were
employed in dragging the battering train, and by that means
most effectually defeating the great object of the march, which
was the attack of the enemy's capital.   In answer to his ridi-
culous complaint of marching double the distance than I did, I
would submit it to his Higl^ess's decision whether it would
have been practicable, if I bad been capable of wishing it, to
have given them so unreasonable a degree of fatigue, and in